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                     August 2016
School Information Line Tel 0870 054 4999 Crudie Pin No. 021550

Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome back!  I hope you all had a marvellous break.  I see the sun has finally started to shine now we are back in school!
Staffing
Mr Jackson has had his knee operation and so is currently signed off work.  Mrs Mitchell will be covering P5-7 on Tuesdays and Thursdays until he returns.  We wish Mr Jackson a speedy recovery.
No Smoking Policy for school grounds
Aberdeenshire Council has a new Smoking Policy that will take effect at all Aberdeenshire Council schools from the 15th August 2016.  This policy means that smoking is not allowed anywhere or at any time in council premises including outside grounds and car parks.  These restrictions also apply to the use of electronic cigarettes. 
Tuckshop
Tuckshop will be starting next Tuesday and will take place every Tuesday and Thursday.  This will be run by Mrs Gallon with the support of P5-7 pupils.  We have looked into costs of fruit and so have decided that 20p per item is a realistic charge to cover costs.  Different fruit will be on offer each time with orders taken the day before.  Toast will also always be offered.
School Trips
We have secured a place at Techfest this year and are excited to be returning to Aberdeen for this fun-filled science event.  The whole school will be making the trip on Monday the 29th August.  Please fill out the attached consent form and packed lunch request if needed and return as soon as possible.

Another trip we have planned for later in the term is to Absafe.  Again this is a whole school trip and the pupils will be learning how to manage risk and stay safe through taking part in different scenarios.  Permission slips for this trip will be sent home later in the term.

School Alerts
Aberdeenshire Council has changed the way parents receive online alerts about school closures and changes to school transport. You can now sign up for these notifications through myaccount on the Aberdeenshire Council website – if you currently pay for school meals online, you will already be registered.

myaccount is a simple, secure way of accessing a range of Scottish public services using just one username and password and 13,000 parents across Aberdeenshire are already enjoying the benefits of it.

As well as being able to sign up for alerts, your home page will 

automatically give you handy information such as your bin collection days, where your nearest recycling centre is and the names of your local councillors.

So, if you want to be kept up-to-date and take advantage of the other myaccount benefits, sign up to the new system by going to the Aberdeenshire Council website and clicking on the red register button in the top right-hand corner.

Improvement Plan
On our Improvement Plan this session we are looking to develop the following areas:

1. Reporting:  In line with the Authority we want to create an improved                                  process of reporting learners’ progress and achievement to parents.  This will be an ongoing process of reporting throughout the year with less emphasis on the written report in term 3.  I will have an information session to explain this in more detail during this term so please keep an eye out for finalised dates.
2. Learning, teaching and assessment:  We will have a focus on raising standards in numeracy particularly in mental maths.  We also want to make full use of our digital resources by providing opportunities to increase pupils’ digital literacy skills.  We are working closely with the Aberdeenshire Curriculum Progression Frameworks and will use these to adapt our planning and teaching.

3. Health and Well Being:  We will continue to embed restorative approaches throughout the school.  As a cluster we are looking at resilience and mindfulness resources to support mental health and well being.  Staff will also have opportunity to refresh knowledge and support strategies around dyslexia, autism and attachment.

I have summarised the Improvement Plan in a display as you come in to school.  Feel free to come and have a look and any comments you may have can be jotted on to a post it note and popped up there.

There is also a full copy of the Improvement Plan and the Standards and Quality report, which details the progress we made last year, for you to have a look at on the signing in table as you come in to school.
Homework
Before the holidays I invited some parents to come in and give me their thoughts on what they felt about homework at Crudie.  The main points from the feedback was that:
· Upper Stages liked a variety of activities to choose from when doing spelling homework and lower stages would like more choice. 
· There wasn’t enough Maths homework in P1-4.

· The P1 transition packs are really good.

· Parents and their children like getting home the topic homework.

· Homework can sometimes be a battle.

· Homework diaries are a useful communication tool.

There were mixed feelings about whether there was too much, too little or just enough homework so please give me your input too by filling in the comment sheet at the back of this newsletter.  Once we’ve discussed your comments we will have a look at what we will do differently or keep the same and produce a leaflet for you so you know exactly what to expect and what is expected.  I will also talk to the Pupil Parliament to get their thoughts and opinions.
Thank you for your patience with this.  It’s important we get this right so that the pupils are happy to do their homework and so that it adds value to the learning they are undertaking at school.

After School Club
This term I am offering an after school “Code Club” on a Monday from 3pm – 4pm.  This will be for P5-7 pupils and will start next week and run for 6 weeks.  During the sessions pupils will use computer programming resources, such as Scratch, in order to gradually learn coding concepts.  The club should also help pupils thinking in problem solving and develop mathematical resilience.  If your child wants to join please fill out the permission slip attached.
Parent Council

The Parent Council AGM is to be held on the 30th of August at 2pm in the school hall.  All are welcome.  At the present time we are looking for a volunteer to take up the position of Treasurer and a Secretary following Mrs Birkby’s move.  Minutes of the meetings are available to view on our website.

Book Club
Book Club collections will begin again next Thursday, 25th August.
Assembly

Reverend Dennison will be in to do an assembly on the 12th of September at 9.15 am which you are welcome to come along for.  We will also be having a Harvest Assembly on the 3rd of October at 9.15 am which, again, you are welcome to come to.

Visiting Specialists

Visiting Specialists this term are Mrs Cruickshank who will be doing PE on a Tuesday morning and Mr Janetta who will teach music on a Friday afternoon. Pupils will also need their PE kit on a Thursday in P5-7 and every day in P1-4.
Garden Committee

The next meeting of the Garden Committee will be held in the Playgroup on Tuesday, 23rd August at 3 pm.  Everyone is welcome.
Suncream

Pupils are encouraged to apply sunscreen before they go out at break and lunchtimes on sunny days.  Please label Suncream and hats before you send them in. Thank you.

School Diary Dates

Monday 29th August



Techfest Trip P1-7

Tuesday 23rd August



Garden Committee meeting

Tuesday 30th August



Parent Council AGM

Friday 2nd September



Garden Committee Quiz Night

Monday, 12th September


Assembly
Thursday 22nd September


Absafe Trip P1-7
Monday 3rd October



Harvest Assembly


Friday 7th October



Last day of term 1

Monday 24th October



Term 2 begins

14th and 15th November


In-Service

Wednesday 21st December


Last day of term 2

2017
Thursday 5th January



Term 3 begins

10th and 13th February



Mid term break
14th and 15th February



In-Service
Friday 31st March



Last day of term 3

Tuesday, 18th April



Term 4 begins

Monday 1st May




May Day

Monday 5th June




Closed occasional day

Friday 30th June



Last day term 4

( ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

After School Code Club P5-7

My child/ren ………………………………………………………………………… 

Would like to attend the after school Code Club*

Do not wish to attend the club*

Signed ……………………………………………………………………  Date ………………………………

*Please circle/delete as applicable. Thank you.
Homework Comments:

Name:
Stage of child(ren):

Do you feel the amount of homework your child has to do is:-

	
	P1-4
	P5-7

	too much
	(
	(

	too little
	(
	(

	just right
	(
	(


In what areas do you feel it is important to have homework for?

What type of homework activities does your child enjoy?


Any other comments













































































