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February 2017
            School Information Line Tel 0870 054 4999 Crudie Pin No. 021550

Dear Parents and Carers,
In to February already and the weather is looking grim for the long weekend.  Remember to keep updated with any changes to your emergency contacts.

Community Café

Thank you to everyone who made it along to the P1-4 Community Café last month.  The little class made just over £70 which went towards their trip to the Museum and Duff House.  It was a great experience for pupils helping to develop their confidence, listening and talking skills, food handling and hygiene, money handling and reading.  Well done P1-4!
Burns Assembly 

Our second annual Burns Assembly was a great success.  The pupils sang a selection of Scottish songs, half of P5-7 demonstrated the Virginia Reel and the other half told us a bit about one of Robert Burns’ poems – Scots Wha hey.  Many thanks to Jayne Watson and Angela Walker for helping to judge the recital competition.  Winners of the Highly Commended certificates were Richard Brennan, Mia Searle, Lexi Bartlett, Lauryn Youngson and Katie Murison.  Jayne and Angela were joined by Pat Murison to award the Graeme Murison Burns Poetry recital trophies to Imogen Henderson and Rachel Ironside for first place, Aiva Gabriel for second place and Abigail Murison in third place.  We hope you enjoyed this reporting event and if you didn’t manage to attend check out the P5-7 blog for a picture of our winners.
School Trips

Last week both classes got to enjoy trips to enhance their learning about their class topics.  

On Wednesday, P5-7 journeyed in to Aberdeen to the Gordon Highlanders Museum.  They had a fantastic time handling artefacts from the second World War, trying on soldiers’ uniforms and finding out exactly what it would’ve been like to be a soldier in the Gordon Highlanders regiment at this time.  They got the opportunity to speak to real veterans and learn about specific battles that the Gordon Highlanders were key players in during the war.  There are some smashing photos of our day there on the P5-7 blog so please take the time to have a look.
On Thursday, P1-4 headed to Banff to the Museum and to Duff House to find out about Roman and Celt history in the North East and handle some of the artefacts they have such as the carynx.  They also got the chance to dress up and became history detectives looking for clues from the past.

Students

Our thanks go to Miss Glancy who finished her teaching placement with us last week.  P5-7 have really enjoyed having her in the class and we wish her all the best in her teaching career.  Towards the end of February P1-4 will be welcoming another teaching student to their class.  Miss McIntosh will be with us for four weeks.  
We also have Miss Church in on work experience from Turriff Academy every second Friday.

Parent Council 

Please find attached the minutes of the last Parent Council meeting for your information.

Three things to note that are coming up in the very near future:

1) Valentines Disco to be held in the school hall on Friday the 17th of February 6.30 – 7.45pm. Please reply using the slip to confirm attendance.
2) Rag Bag collection on the morning of Monday the 20th of February.  Rag Bags can be brought up to the school at any point between now and the 20th.  The more that is collected, the more money the Parent Council makes in order to support the school with activities and resources for your collection.

3) Spring into Spring event.  This will be a sponsored health and wellbeing event to which parents are invited.  There will be more information in due course.

4) Smartie tubes will be issued to children today, please see attached minutes for information on this.
The next Parent Council meeting is on Thursday the 27th of April at 9.15am.  All Welcome.
RSPB

The Nature Nurturers have organised for the RSPB to come out and do three inputs with the school.  This Thursday they will be supporting us while we do our Big School Birdwatch, the whole school will be involved in spotting, identifying and recording the number and types of birds around the school grounds.  The session will take up the whole afternoon and we will be having an early lunch at 12.10 to allow us to start on time.  As the children will be outdoors all afternoon regardless of the weather, can you please make sure that they bring suitable clothing on the day – outdoor shoes and raincoat.
They will be back for two further sessions on ecology and our school grounds.
Mid Term
Just a reminder that this is the February mid term this weekend.  There are holidays on Friday and Monday and staff have in-service days on Tuesday and Wednesday.  Enjoy the break and we’ll see you again next Thursday.

Kitchen Science Club

There is no Kitchen Science Club next Thursday the 16th, the last two weeks are February the 23rd and March the 2nd.
P5-7

Please can P5-7 pupils remember to take in their evacuation pillowcases next Friday the 17th. Thank you.

World Book Day

World Book Day is on the 2nd of March this year.  You will soon be getting home your £1 book token which can be used towards books from the Book Club.  We invite pupils to dress as a character from one of their favourite books and we will spend part of our morning doing fun, book based activities.  There will be a prize for the best costume!

Open Afternoon

As part of our calendar of continuous reporting, we invite you to join us for our open afternoon on Wednesday the 29th of March.  We will start in the hall with some presentations and music before heading in to the classrooms where your child will take you on a tour of their learning and you can ask their teacher any questions you may have.
Blogs

P1-4 and P5-7 both have learning blogs which we would love you to have a look at.  Get your child to log in to Glow and navigate there for you.  On there you can read about some of the things we have been getting up to in class and have a look at photos and videos of us learning.  Your child will have access to both sites. 
The links below will take you directly to the blogs but your child will need to sign in for you to view them:

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/as/crudiebigclass/
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/as/crudielilttleclass/
School Diary Dates
10th and 13th February



Mid term break
14th and 15th February



In-Service
Friday 17th February



Valentines Disco

Monday 20 February



Assembly with Rev. Dennison

Monday 27 February



Assembly with Jamesie

Thursday 2nd March



World Book Day

Monday 20th March



Assembly with Rev. Dennison

Monday 27th March



Assembly with Jamesie

Wednesday 29th March


Open Afternoon

Friday 31st March



Last day of term 3

Tuesday, 18th April



Term 4 begins

Wednesday 19 April



Swimming begins (P5-7)

Monday 1st May




May Day

Thursday 4th May



Closed – Election

22-26 May





P7 at Loch Insh

Monday 5th June




Closed occasional day

Friday 30th June



Last day term 4
MINUTES FOR COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 2ND FEB 2017@CRUDIE PRIMARY SCHOOL
Welcome- Robert Bartlett opened the meeting and thanked everyone for coming.

Present- Mrs Rickard, Mrs Gallon, Mary-leigh Malarky, Angela Arnold, Mrs Ironside, Robert Bartlett, Pamela Bartlett, Iain Taylor

Apologies- Karen Riddell, Elaine Morrison.

Head teacher report
Mrs Rickard gave an update on the improvement plan. Areas covered were:  

Numeracy- Mr Jackson, Mrs Young and Mrs Rickard will all be attending Number Sense twilight sessions to help raise attainment in Numeracy. Mrs Rickard is also looking at options for mental maths resources to support what is already happening in class.

 Health and well being - Mrs Rickard spoke about the Bounceback programme and how it develops resilience and helps children bounce back from things. This links in with the work staff have been undertaking on Restorative practice. A leaflet explaining Restorative Practice will be going home to parents. She showed us the badges staff are wearing with the key questions they go through with pupils when a situation happens. Restorative Practice allows pupils to think about a situation from all points of view and come up with a solution as to how to make things better.

Continuous reporting
Mrs Rickard showed everyone at the meeting an example of a new style report card they would like to use. The committee felt this was a much more personalised way for a teacher and child to report back and was agreed at the meeting to use this. Report cards will be out before the Easter holidays.

Mrs Rickard checked to see if parents had managed to access their class blogs and wondered how everyone felt about it being public. 

This would mean that other schools can see what each other are doing including pictures and work. At this time the committee felt to keep it just to class access and not to have it public at this time.

Treasurers report

Mary Leigh reported The balance of the parent council fund at the beginning of the school year was £2435,53. After paying for laptops swimming trips, Christmas activities and the Ziggy and Toni evening. The balance is now £673.96. With regards to Ziggy and Toni after all expenses were paid, we made a loss of £17 for the night. Fundraising is a must to get our finances back to what they were. All ideas are welcome.

Swimming and bus

There will be a block of 6 swimming lessons for P5-7 pupils in the summer term. It was decided at the meeting that this year it will be £3 per head for swimming. There will be no reduction for siblings in the same class. 

Fundraising

Lots of ideas were discussed. We went on the most popular feedback from parents so between now and summer the planned events are:

Valentine disco 17th Feb 6.30pm – 7.45pm.

RagBag 20th February

Smartie tubes given to children who will then ask friends and family to save there 20ps in it- and return filled tubes to school

Spring into spring sponsored event 23rd March parents will be invited

Quiz night date tbc

Family photos date tbc 

Beetle drive  date tbc 

Robert brought the meeting to a close and thanked everyone for coming.

Next meeting will be held in school on the 27th April at 9.15am. All welcome.

REPLY SLIP
Valentines Disco – Friday 17th February 6.30 – 7.45pm

My child/ren …………………………………………………………………………


Would like to attend the Valentine Disco

Signed ……………………………………………………………………  Date ………………………………………..

